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Elzine Spatz-Rabinowitz
at OK Harris

The mordant quality of Elaine
Spalz-Aabinowitz’s recant
frompe 'oedl pairbngs denes
from the desclate nature of the
images sha choosas and har (if-
eral use of the giitty matenal sha
represenis. Constructed on the
border between two and thres
dirnensions, the works take as
their principal visual metaphor a
batlered, scared and sometimes
breached wal, with emidems of
priviege visitde on the far sida.

In pursast of veracily, the arist,
whao teachas at Wellesley, pores
over an archive of pholos inced-
ing many she has taken hersali
gver the years. She casts Hydro-
cal and paints it, scorches it
gouges It and laces it with graf-
fiti. 5he adde found objacts and,
using olls, renders palm trees
and a glimase of tila-rooted villas
beyond. The works vary greaty
In slze: sovoral aro not much
largar than a postcand whils one
creates a lablsau that comes
closs 16 human SCals, Sorma-
timaa datals of arranged detritus
recall the vanitas tradition.

The Tour smallest paintings
(#006) rehearsa Spatz-Habinowitz's
cark metif of barner and wills,
Each Is moumied om the face ol
& Judd-ike welded sieel box B
InCheas desep, which thiusts mio
the viewear's spaca, but ks visually
cantancad by 8 thick, clear glare
on the surface. Palm Besach
Real Estate sports a batlered

Elsine Spatr-Rakinowite: Bighd, 200, ol on pignemed.
palm tree and e menst peak plastarized Hydmcal, stesl mesh, 134 by 18% Inches;

at a stucco-and-barrel-tilad villa
bevoend. FIating on he surtace
of tho glaza iz o weitton inven-
tary of sach room on offer, &
flat statement of plenty. A mis-
spallsd o loitanng™ sgn rices
an the glaze af the adgy Encing,
Girnme Shelfar rather than on the
depicted wall, an array of graﬁifr
laid down on the glaze of Paim
Baach Stormy sooms oo vivid
that it appears 1o cast a shadow
balow the glaze. Al the coposila
exirame, tha T-ioct-high Gales of
Paradise includes incsed graf-
fili, bits of wirm and nail b
in a program of ruined plaster
thaal erumbdes away b Gxpasa
a grid of large-gauge angls iron
and, bayond, palmating, vines
and the pwerhanging soffits of
an ofveraise unseen villa,
Resambling an opan book,
almaost & diphych, the scabrous
20-by-3%-inch Division (2004)
reveals only a glimpse of a tiled
el thrgugh & rent in the nasti-
et of walls Spatz-Rabinowitz's
remdering draws atlantion bo
its complex surface of scarmad
shecoo avd patina of soot and
acid rain. Mext 1o a scrawled
Mercades star substituted for
a peace symbol in this grim
revlaw of haves and have-nols
iz a migtpalled warning in the
form of the famiilar parable
of the rich man, the gates of
heaven, the camel and the
ngede, In this accounting, the
wall, howewer baltered, stands.
—Edfwand Lafingwall




